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Staffordshire Police and Crime Panel 
 

Report by the Chairman of the Staffordshire Police and Crime Panel 
 to all Member Authorities 

 
 
 

The Panel is set up under the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011.  Its role 
is to scrutinise and support the Police and Crime Commissioner for Staffordshire who 
was elected in November 2012. 
 

Panel Meeting Monday 20 July 2015 
 
Items considered at this meeting included: 

• A question from a member of the public about the annual cost of the Office of 
the Police and Crime Commissioner compared to the costs/savings arising 
from the closure of Police Stations. Responding the Commissioner reported 
that of the £1.1million cost of his office and staffs, £400k was attributed to the 
cost of staff transferred from the Police Service under statutory requirements. 
The remaining £700k included the cost of functions wider than those carried 
out by the former Police Authority such as early intervention and 
commissioning. Overall that work was expected to realise approximately £25-
30 million in savings and additional benefits to the community. He explained 
that the closure of Police Stations was not purely a financial consideration. 
Other factors were being taken into account such as the location of some 
stations and the use of technology which affected the demand for physical 
office space.  

• A report by the Committee for Standards in Public Life on their inquiry into 
‘leadership, ethics and accountability in policing’. That report included a 
number of recommendations for the Home Office, Police and Crime 
Commissioners and Panels.  The Panel agreed in principle those 
recommendations relevant to its responsibilities, particularly those relating to 
Work Programme planning. 

• The Commissioners Annual Report for 2014/15. In line with a statutory 
requirement the Panel discussed the annual report receiving from the 
Commissioner a brief summary of the main highlights during the year under 
each of the four priorities in his Strategy. Of note was the phasing in of 
technology for front line officers (including Body Worn Video cameras) , the 
increasing popularity of the Police and Junior Cadets schemes, work with the 
Health sector to implement reforms in the way in which people with mental 
health issues were dealt with and the various community engagement 
initiatives being pursued including Safer Neighbourhood Panels.  Referring to 
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the latter the Commissioner reported on requests from some Districts for 
additional Panels. 

•  Supporting Victims and Witnesses. A presentation by the Deputy Police and 
Crime Commissioner on the  four aspects of the project (a gateway for 
access to support, business crime advisers, workplace support for victims of 
domestic abuse and ‘other’ Initiatives). The contract for managing the 
gateway had been awarded to a consortium of Citizens’ Advice Bureaux 
which, when fully operational, was expected to support up to 50,000 referrals.  

A more recent area of focus was Modern Day Slavery and Human Trafficking, 
with a multi-agency conference to be held in December 2015. 
   

• The unaudited budget outturn for 2014/15 which showed an underspend of 
£5.355million (2.95%). The Commissioner detailed a number of projects 
which he intended to fund from the underspend with around £2.902million to 
be held in reserve to support future transformation measures. 

 
• The Panel’s own Work Programme for 2015/16 with discussion on the 

possibility of the Panel undertaking a research project in conjunction with the 
Commissioner’s Office. 

 

For further information on the above or about the Panel in general please 
contact Julie Plant (01785 276135. Julie.plant@staffordshire.gov.uk) 
 

 
 

 
 

Further Information 
 
 
The webpage for the Police and Crime Panel can be accessed from the following 
link: 
 
http://moderngov.staffordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=831 
 
Details of the Panel meetings are issued to contact officers in each of the 
District/Borough Councils in the County and Stoke-on-Trent City Council for posting 
on their web sites. 
 
 Frank Chapman Staffordshire County Council 
Chairman Staffordshire Police and Crime Panel 
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